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The Emotion Of Surprise Expressed By The Emotive Particles Of The German
Language
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The emotion of surprise is a brief mental and physiological state, a startle response experienced as the result
of an unexpected event. Surprise can have any valence; that is, it can be neutral/moderate, pleasant, unpleasant,
positive, or negative. Surprise can occur in varying levels of intensity ranging from very-surprised, which may induce
the vivid response, or little-surprise that elicits a less intense response to the stimuli. In language surprise can be
expressed by lexical and syntactic means. In the German language surprise is very often expressed by means of
emotive particles on the level of the whole sentence.

The emotion of surprise isdeterminedas emotionalattitudeof the speakerto thesubjective and semantic content
of the statementcausedby unexpectedness,extraordinariness, the inappropriatenessof certain factsandby factorsof
individualanalyticalperceptionof  realitythatconflict ~ withthe  conceptualideasof ~ the  speaker.Surpriseis
aimedtoinfluencethe receiver in order to getcertain informationto clarify theassessmentof the relevant factsof the
receiver, as well as adjustment and refinementof factconfirmation ordenialof the speaker’s own pointof view.
Depending on thespecificconditions anddifferentcommunicativesubjective assessmentsof the speakersurprise
becomesemotionally expressivewith a positive or negativeattitudeto a particularsituation.[2, p.136].The
specificcharacteristics ofcommunicative-pragmatic contextof the emotionof surprise determinesthe usage of the
following emotiveparticles:ja, doch, aber, nein, denn, vielleicht, denn, also, nicht. Emotive and expressivevariants of the
surprise emotion are determined bythesemanticcore ofthe above mentionedemotive particles. The emotion of surprise
is often expressedinexclamatoryandinterrogative-exclamatorysentencesthat expressthe speaker'sdesire tofind out
somethingunknownfor himself [1, p.163].

»Ich habe vier Briider und drei Schwestern®, sagt Michel. ,,Das sind ja acht Kinder! Um Gottes willen! (Pressler, 40)
Emotionof surprise is intensifiedby the interjectionum Gottes willen!

»EVe ist Thnen ja wie aus dem Gesicht geschnitten! rief sie aus. ,,Ganz anders als James. Ich dachte immer, Jungen schliigen der
Mutter und Mé&dchen dem Vater nach!*(5, p. 34) Surprisein the exampleis determined notonlyby the exclamationsentence,
but also by the verbausrufen.

,Das ist ja ein richtiger junger Gott! flusterte sie Annabel zu. (5, p. 35) The emotionof surpriseis activatedby the
interaction ofthe seme "GENERAL TRUTH"with thesyntacticstructureof the exclamatorysentence.The emotionof
surpriseis based onthe seme of “COMMON KNOWLEDGE” although the overallsituation is unexpected.

»Man sollte wirklich nicht meinen, dass sie Annabels Mutter ist*, gab Lucia zuriick. ,,Ich habe so manches von ihr gehort; aber
die Wirklichkeit dbertrifft doch alle Erwartungen! (5, p. 95) The emotionof surpriseis activatedthrough a combination of
semes"NORM VIOLATION", "NEED TO ADJUST THE SITUATION"andexclamatorysyntactic structureof the
sentence wherethe speakercorrectshis knowledge ofthe surrounding reality andaccepts theexistenceof certain facts,
despite hispreviousdoubts.
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Exclamatorysentencecan sometimes be exclamatory only in its syntactic shape, unframed by exclamation
mark: ,,Ha! ha! ha! den Pater und die alte Hexe will er zu sich nehmen? Das ist ein schones Paar; da kann er nun vormittags Griechisch
lernen heim Kapellan und nachmittags Unterricht im Hexen bei der Frau Feldheimerin. Ei! was macht doch der dumme Kuno fur
Streiche.(3, p. 214) Inexclamatorysentencesword order may be eitherdirect orinverted: ,,Das ist doch herrlich! ,Was ist
das doch herrlich! Das ist doch nicht zu glauben! ,,Was ist das doch nicht zu glauben!*,,Das ist doch prima!* ,,Was ist das doch
prima!*

~Mutter! Das ist aber eine Uberraschung! Noch hatten wir dich gar nicht erwartet!” (5, p. 95) The emotionof surpriseis
activatedby the interaction ofthe seme"DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EXPECTED AND ACTUAL FACTS" with the
syntacticstructureof  exclamatorysentences.In  contrast tothe emotiveparticledoch, the emotive particle
aberexpressessurprisenot  about  thepossibility —of  existenceof the factitselfbutthe  possibility — ofits
deployingotherwise.Synonymous to the emotive particle aberin the functionof surpriseisthe emotiveparticlenein: ,,Nein,
so was!*

»,Das ist vielleicht ein Wagen!“ The emotionof surpriseis activated byseme "IMPROBABILITY OF
FACT"andthe syntactic structure ofexclamatory sentence, where the speakerexpressessurpriseabout thestrangeness
ofa particularphenomenon, whichcauses difficulty in imaginingthe possibility ofit.

The emotionof surpriseis activatedby the interaction ofseme"SUBJECTIVE INTEREST", "SITUATION
CLARIFICATION", "INQUIRY ABOUT DETAILS"andthe syntactic structureof exclamatorycharacter: Ist sie
denn nicht schdn!*“Sentences with the emotive particle dennare exclamatory only in their form butin their contentthey
are  interrogativesentences, which  require  noanswer, but induceidenticalemotiveresponsefrom  the
speaker.Sometimesexclamations with the emotive particledenncan be framedwith an exclamation mark:,,Wie siehst du
denn aus?*, fragt Berthold. Eva fallt zum ersten Mal auf, dass er wie ihr Vater spricht. ,,Gefallt es dir nicht?** ,,Nein. Du siehst wie
ein Zirkuspferd.” (4, p. 49)

,»ES hieB, Judith Kelly sei vor sieben Jahren bei einem \Verkehrsunfall ums Leben gekommen. Und einen Monat, nachdem diese
Nachricht in den Zeitungen gestanden hatte, heiratete Kelly eine gewisse Mollie Moore.” ,,Na also! Dann ist doch fiir Kelly alles in
Ordnung!“ (5, p. 114) ,,Da bist du also!“  The peripheralemotive particlealso activatesthe emotionof
surpriseinexclamatory sentences, giving an unexpectedoutcome ofthe situation.The identicalemotionis activated
ininterrogativesentences: ,,Er af also nie Schokolade?*

»Was ist dort nicht alles gibt!** The emotionof surpriseis activatedin the example by the seme "EXCITEMENT"
during the interaction withthe exclamatory sentenceswhich according to their content are questions that
requirenoanswer, but an appropriateemotional responsefromthe speaker.
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Thus, the semanticcores of the above describedemotiveparticlesin conjunction
withexclamatoryandinterrogativeconstructionstransfer modal, expressive, emotiveassessment ofcertain contentfrom
the perspectiveof the speaker. The following emotive particles convey the emotion of surprise in the above mentioned
syntactic constructions with their own semantic shades of the emotion of surprised generated from their semes;ja,
doch, aber, nein, denn, vielleicht, denn, also, nicht.
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